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TRANSPORT (ROAD PASSENGER SERVICES) AMENDMENT 
(COVID-19 RESPONSE AND REGIONAL ASSISTANCE) BILL 2020 

Time Limits — Statement by Leader of the House 
HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [11.19 am]: Pursuant to the temporary order, 
I advise that the maximum time limits for each stage of the Transport (Road Passenger Services) Amendment 
(COVID-19 Response and Regional Assistance) Bill 2020 are: for the second reading, 30 minutes; Committee of 
the Whole, 15 minutes; adoption of report, five minutes; and third reading, five minutes.  

Second Reading 
Resumed from 1 April. 
HON SIMON O’BRIEN (South Metropolitan) [11.20 am]: The impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic are being 
felt by all sectors of our society, including the on-demand transport sector. That is the sector that this legislation 
deals with today. I want to reassure you, Madam President, and the house on behalf of the whole of the Liberal Party 
that the opposition feels the pain that is being suffered by all sectors of our community generally. In particular, we 
support the measures being provided via this bill to help sustain those involved in the on-demand transport sector. 
With that in mind, the state Parliamentary Liberal Party has decided unequivocally to not only support the passage 
of the Transport (Road Passenger Services) Amendment (COVID-19 Response and Regional Assistance) Bill 2020, 
but also facilitate its passage this morning. With that in mind, I will not be canvassing every detail that is contained 
in this bill or all the policy areas behind it. It is only for the reason of supporting the swift passage of the bill that 
I refrain from doing so. 
A number of bills brought forward this sitting week, including this one, have been declared COVID-19-related 
bills and therefore deserving of immediate passage. Some concerns have been raised about whether some bills 
really fall under that umbrella. In the case of this bill, I contemplated whether some of the measures that are 
provided for could be provided without changing legislation. On reflection, it is probably a moot point because 
some measures contained in this bill are necessary to provide the benefits that are proposed. It is certainly necessary 
also and convenient to make further amendments to put other matters beyond doubt. 

With that in mind, I turn now to the provisions of the bill. The government proposes a number of assistances via 
this legislation to deliver to the sector. As I said, we support each of these. The opposition recalls that in about late 
2018, some dramatic changes were made to the on-demand transport sector in Western Australia. It is interesting 
that we now no longer refer to it generically as the taxi industry; it has broadened somewhat beyond that. In fact, 
yesterday was the first anniversary of the levy that was introduced by that legislation. Part of the proceeds of the 
levy are proposed to be utilised in the bill before us. The opposition argued long and hard, as did others, that what 
is now being described as regional taxi assistance payments should have been extended to non-metropolitan taxi 
plate owners, so we are hardly going to disagree with the measures to that effect contained in this bill today. 

There are also further measures that go beyond simply regional on-demand transport providers. They include 
a cash payment of $2 500 to around 600 on-demand booking services that are also holders of active passenger 
transport vehicle authorisations. They are largely sole traders—small and medium businesses that provide taxi, 
tour and charter, luxury and special event charter services statewide. We support that measure. We also recognise 
that as part of its package of assistance to the sector, the government proposes a waiver of the on-demand booking 
service authorisation renewal fees for the next 12 months. We also acknowledge that the passenger transport 
vehicle authorisation renewable fee will be waived for the next 12 months as well. Some members might be taken 
aback by the verbosity of that title, but, basically, it means that the fees for renewal of licences will be waived. 
That will apply to over 17 500 vehicles statewide that are used for on-demand taxi and charter tourism and regular 
passenger transport services. One or two other measures will also be provided that relate to camera surveillance 
transition times and so on, all of which amounts to some substantial but proportionate relief to be provided to the 
very many people and their families who are involved in the on-demand transport sector. That is what we are keen 
to support and to see supported. 

In contemplating the specific provisions of the bill, having also received the benefit of an in-person briefing and 
having examined the bill outside the chamber in rather more detail than I am able to describe today, the first thing 
that struck me was a sense of deja vu or almost nostalgia. I have been out of the transport portfolio for nearly 
10 years. Eleven or 12 years ago, I set up the current Department of Transport. I was impressed then with the quality 
of advice and the professional skill of the officers of that department, and I see that this has been sustained into 
the current day. I make that observation not only as a nod to our professional officers in DOT who are working 
very hard in such difficult times and circumstances, as are all Western Australians, but also to point out to members 
that this is indeed, as I said in my earlier remarks, part of a package. One thing that members should rely on with 
the professionalism of Department of Transport officers in these sorts of matters is that they are good at dealing 
with the bureaucratic complexities that must attend upon a package such as this; that is, a heck of a lot of i’s have 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 2 April 2020] 

 p2017b-2019a 
Hon Sue Ellery; Hon Simon O'Brien; Hon Stephen Dawson 

 [2] 

to be dotted and t’s crossed to pull together such a package. I think it is wise for us to note that as we contemplate 
the detail. 

In contemplating the detail, I have already mentioned, and members have already seen it in the minister’s second 
reading speech last night, that a fair bit of detail is contained herein. One particular detail that has been suggested 
might be the subject of possible amendment is contained in the final clause of the bill at proposed section 261E(4), 
which states — 

No more than 5 regional assistance payments may be paid in relation to the same applicant or, in the case 
of joint applications, the same joint applicants.  

When the minister closes this debate in due course, he may wish to touch on the reasons for this, but I concede and 
understand that this is consistent with the metropolitan buyback as we used it in 2018 and that, I think, concluded 
probably in the middle part of last year. It is also part of an overall package. If members or members of the public 
with a particular interest are of the mind to come to the opposition and say that we need to tweak this, I offer the 
following points of caution. If we are going to tweak it, how are we going to tweak it? Someone might suggest 
removing the cap altogether or they might pull a figure out of the air of, say, a cap of eight or 10 licences. Again, 
I remind the house that our professional officers in the Department of Transport, whose work is supported by not 
only the government but also the opposition, have done a lot of work on this. If we go changing things, particularly 
in a rushed way, it could have all sorts of unforeseen effects. I am not sure whether it might even be the view from 
the Chair, Madam President, here or elsewhere, that that amendment might be beyond power, because it would 
impose a burden on the people. I think it could be accommodated, but what we have to understand is that a total 
package of money is available for the scheme and all proposals, so if we provided more money to someone who 
is a squeaky wheel and asked for it, whatever the merits of their claims, not only would we have to justify it, but 
also we would most certainly have to understand that we would have to take it from somewhere else. With those 
thoughts very much in mind, the opposition will not be moving any amendments or countenancing any amendments 
along those lines. 

I do not know whether other members wish to address the bill in the limited time that is available this morning, 
but I conclude with these observations. As has already been explained in the second reading speech, the levy in its 
first full year of operation raised not the expected $29 million but something over $37 million. That tells us a few 
things. It tells us that a freed-up on-demand transport sector was embraced quite warmly by the marketplace—
more operators and certainly more patrons. That extra eight-point-something million dollars garnished from the 
levy, above and beyond the $29 million that was expected, represents millions of extra unexpected paying passengers, 
providing employment to our on-demand sector. That is to be congratulated. Contrast that with the circumstances 
of the day in which, of course, basically all demand or most demand has completely evaporated in this sector. The 
operators, owners, drivers and associated employees in the sector and their families are doing it tough. That is only 
one reason why we need to accommodate this package in our legislative program. That is why the opposition supports 
it. Together with those good and best wishes that we send to everyone in the sector, the opposition supports the 
passage of this bill. 
HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Environment) [11.34 am] — in reply: I thank 
Hon Simon O’Brien for his contribution this morning and thank him for his support of the Transport (Road Passenger 
Services) Amendment (COVID-19 Response and Regional Assistance) Bill 2020 on behalf of the Liberal Party. 
I also acknowledge the support of other parties for the bill, including the Nationals WA’s Hon Jacqui Boydell and 
the Greens’ Hon Tim Clifford. I think Hon Robin Scott indicated his support for this legislation, too. I think that 
honourable members have chosen to not speak this morning to allow for the swifter passage of this legislation and 
to ensure that the benefits that will go to on-demand transport operators will flow quickly. I am very grateful for 
their contribution to this debate this morning. 
Hon Simon O’Brien did raise a question about proposed section 261E(4), which states — 

No more than 5 regional assistance payments may be paid in relation to the same applicant or, in the case 
of joint applications, the same joint applicants. 

As Hon Simon O’Brien quite rightly pointed out, the cap is similar to the metropolitan area buyback that happened 
previously. Some in the industry who have many licences have already received $10 000 a licence. That was capped 
at 10 licences. We need to be mindful that regional operators have already received some assistance, both payments 
and a three-year fee waiver. This is about consistency and fairness across the sector. 
I echo Hon Simon O’Brien’s comments about the job creation that has resulted over the past few years in this space. 
I also acknowledge those workers, be they taxidrivers or other on-demand operators, who are out there driving 
now while the COVID-19 pandemic occurs. They are bringing people like nurses or doctors, whomever, essential 
service people — 
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Hon Simon O’Brien: There are some, if I may, that I have even become aware of this morning, who are providing 
courier services to deliver people’s groceries and what have you and they cannot get out themselves. 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: I thank those people. They are doing a job that is vital at the moment. I really want 
to place that on the record. 
The second reading speech was comprehensive. It laid out the benefits of this legislation. This is certainly a win 
for regional Western Australia. I thank members for their support. I commend the bill to the house. 
Question put and passed. 
Bill read a second time. 
Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 
Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon Stephen Dawson (Minister for Environment), and passed. 
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